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A Geographical Introduction
Concerning the Nature of Community
— While Focusing on the Difference

between Community and ‘Machizukuri’ —
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Abstract: In recent years, much attention has been given to idea of ‘community’ as one prescription for
dealing with neo-liberalist ideas. However, within that, there are many ideas styled as belonging to
‘community theory’ that are really nothing more than ‘community design,” and the two are conflated. In
the midst of that, in this paper we suggest that a geographical approach, which has not been used much

in this field, will demonstrate efficacy towards gaining an essential understanding of community.
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