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The Medicine in Great Style
On Science and Clinic of Albert Fraenkel

Seishi ISHII

Abstract

Albert Fraenkel(1864-1938) was a German physician who worked in the first half of the 20 century in
Heidelberg. He is known as the man Albert Schweitzer and Viktor von Weizsécker or Karl Jaspers and
Herman Hesse esteemed as a model of their medical doctor.

In medicine he studied especially in the sphere of pharmacology and developed the using of digitalis-
glykoside in heart disease therapy in the beginning of the 20" Century. He founded hospitals both in
Badenweiler and in the suburbs of Heidelberg and educated young physicians and nurses there.

But it was his way to accept the patients that people expected of him, and he indulged them by listening
to their complaints. This is the passive asymmetry which is today regarded as the concept which charac-
terizes the partnership-relationship between physician and patient. And yet we must not miss that he, like
Viktor von Weizsicker, valued highly the scientific approach to illness. Doing justice to both Natural sci-
entifical researching and clinic, that is immanence and transcendance are one in all. Here we find the

secret of his medicine in great style and its modernity.

Key Words: Fraenkel; Science; Clinic; Partnership; Passive Asymmetry
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