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Medicine as Science of Man

ISHII Seishi”’

Abstract

“Tt is an astonishing, but undeniable fact that the modern medicine has no peculiar science of the
ill man (patient).” _

This eritical indictment of Viktor von Weizsacker in 1926 against modern medicine is still
appropriate for medicine in the 21 century which has the characteristics of a health science. Modern
medicine which is based on bioscience and biotechnology researches health scientifically, turns to
the disease as the factor which should be denied and conquered and teaches the phenomena of illness
and cause, consequence and way of treatment, but doesn’t see “the ill human beings” and their
suffering, that is their subjectivity.

Probably here we should find the fundamental problem of life for modern human beings. We
often characterize modern medicine as Cartesianism and reductionalism, because we think that it,
standing on the dualism of mind and body, reduces the body to a physical phenomena. But
biomedicine which has the characteristic of applied bioscience objectifies not only physical, but also
mental diseases and elucidates them through the causality of molecular genetics. This means that
it is nothing but the expression of a monism of mechanistic understanding of nature of which
human beings are a part.

The core of Weizsiicker’s anthropological medicine was the conquest of the Cartesian dualism.
Mind and body are divided and never come to unity, likewise self and other. But in the relationship
both conceal each other and at the same time they elucidate eath other. The relationship between
mind and body could be understood as the two expressions of human existence as theorized by Niels
Bohr's concept of complementarity in the guantum theory.

We can find the same relationship of complementarity between natural science and biographical
hermeneutics. The theme of medicine as philosophical anthropology is to make the history of a

person’s illness clear and to help that person to acnowledge and accomplish it.

Key Words: Anthropological medicine; Molecular genetics; Dualism of mind and body; Subjectivity;

Complementarity
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