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Utility of Networks among Nursing Executives

MASHINO Sonoe®’, WILLIAMSON Akiko", KATSUHARA Yumiko"

Abstract

Nurse administrators are expected to solve problems, which their organizations are facing in
today’s health care environment by using social networks both inside and outside of their
organizations. However, network formation with people outside of their organization holds many
problems for nursing administrators, especially those who are in positions of top management. This
study examined an ideal method for network formation by nurse executives through network
analysis of “Nursing Management, Hyogo”, a study group of nurse executives. The members of
“Nurse Management, Hyogo” expected to collect new knowledge and information, to make new
acquaintances and to restructure and confirm their own practice through this group meeting and
utilized the meeting for these ends. They expanded their relations with people outside the meeting
group through the other members depending on what they needed. From these experiences, it was
found that the networks which were different from an existing organization allowed nurse
administrators to create new innovative relations depending on their own needs. In addition, it was
suggested that there was a positive influence on the thought and an action of nursing managers

through having a congenial connection with people outside of the work place.

Key Words: Nurse administrator ; Networking; Network analysis
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