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Present conditions and concerns for the transition of
children from hospitals to home care Part 1

— Analysis of open-ended items in questionnaires for
child care unit nurses in Hyogo Prefecture —

TERASHITA Kumiko" , MIYAKE Tamae?, OMUKAI Masae®’
KOSAKO Yukie*, MIYAKE Kazyuyo® , OKADA Kazumi®’
KATSUDA Hitomi*’

Abstract

In recent years, children who need advanced medical care at home has been increasing,
however home nursing stations are not always available for those children. In this study, we
aim to clarify the conditions which would facilitate the transition of children from hospital to home
care and which could be fulfilled by child care unit nurses and visiting nurses. Child care unit
nurses were asked using a questionnaire and the answers from open-ended questions were analyzed
qualitatively.

From the collected data, the issues which unit nurses and visiting nurses should tackle were
examined. The results and discussion are described below :

1. As a whole, results were classified into the conditions of the community and the medical
institution, the conditions of children and the conditions of their families. It turned out that
various problems had accumulated.

2. The main objective which unit nurses should promote is to maintain the stable physical
condition of the child and to let the family get the knowledge and skills for the child’s home
care. Moreover, it was pointed out that many problems remain unsolved in the unit before
the discharge.

3. The main objective which visiting nurses should tackle is to promote child acceptability at
the visiting nursing stations. They are expected to provide advanced medical care at home,
such as respirator management for children, and to support caregivers psychologically and
physiologically.

4. A problem to be solved by collaborating with home nursing stations, hospitals,
administration, and the community is assurance of enough rest for caregivers at home and

providing social resources which will enhance quality improvement of care and social service
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systems which are easy to use. Therefore it is important to collaborate with the community
and hospitals for better health systems.

However, we didn't investigate an actual case in which a child with disease was successfully

shifted to home care. Thus a further investigation is needed to observe the actual barriers to

promote the homecare of children suffering from illness.

Key Word : Child ; Visiting nurse ; Home care ; Transition to home



