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Pain
A Point of Departure for Anthropological Inquiry

Seishi ISHII

Abstract
The true nature of the medical act, anterior to all knoledge, is the touch of two persons. Viktor von

Weizsaecker sees phenomenologically in the example of the scene of his little Samaritan the first idea of
physician an patient, the first therapeutic art, and the eternal essence of the physician/patient relationship.

Confronted with pain we can no longer be apathetic. We must either turn ourselves to it or turn away
from it. The essence of the physician is devotion in terms of turning oneself to the pain of others. Pain lets
us break away from the environment and at the same time unite with it. This quality of its polarity should
be considered as its Urphaenomen. All living things are incorporated in the order of pain. We inquire into
the fundamental nature of pain in the life order. Pain is the truth which has become flesh, the incarnation
of truth.

Pain is not only sensation that we receive, but also act of life. It forms person and person makes pain.

Weizsaecker made a distinction between the destructive pain like cancer and torture and the generative
pain like birth, growth and death. The physician should have experience about it and must be capable of
treating the patient timely.

Symptoms are regarded as symbol of "pain-work", in pain I become aware of something in me that will
continue to exist although it should not exist. We fall into "sensuous doubt" which lets us question of our
existence as creature. The target for physician and patient is not to remove pains, but to accomplish the

"pain-work" and decision to it.

Key word : Pain, Life, Anthropology, Touch, Pain Work.
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