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Environmental Communication in the Discourse
of Television News on the Toyako Summit
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Abstract: This study analyses the discourse of the television news of NHK (Japan Broadcasting
Corporation) that reported on the G8 Summit held in Toyako, Hokkaido, Japan in July 2008,

which focused on the issue of global warming. This study examines linguistic elements of the

discourse, such as the selection of information and the use of rhetorical features, to expose how

the newsmakers used the elements of the discourse to send their messages. The analysis reveals

that the news item foregrounded the positions of Japan and the U.S. while it relegated those of

the E.U.; emerging economies, including China and India; and NGOs into the background. The

discourse emphasized the opposition between G8 and emerging economies in terms of the

reduction of greenhouse gas emissions. The news item also framed the issue of global warming

and the issue of food shortages into separate categories, thus avoiding clarification of the

relationship between these problems.
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