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Challenges in the Employment of Persons with Disabilities by Small

and Medium Size Enterprises : A case study on the business
cooperative of building maintenance service providers in Kanagawa Prefecture

B[ K REEF- o Pl 5o
Mariko AKUZAWA, Hiroshi ABE

Protracted economic decline led reexamination and dismantling of past welfare state policies.

Under the slogan of “welfare to workfare”,

various new legal and social grounds have been

provided for promoting employment of persons with disabilities. However, average employment

rate among private companies is less than legally required standard (1.8%), and the figure drops

more among small and medium size enterprises.

Recently a preference scheme has been

introduced for smaller and medium size enterprises that they can collaboratively employ people

with disabilities by forming business cooperatives. Through a case study of such cooperative in

Kanagawa Prefecture,

employment of persons with disabilities.
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