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Changes in Life course of Married Women in Rural Area
— Cohort Analysis of Life-events and Occupational Careers —
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Abstract

This article aims to analyze the changes in life course of married women in rural area. This
study has two viewpoints. The first is to clarify timing, duration and spacing in their life-events,
and the second is to clarify their occupational careers. The data were based on the panel studies
conducted 1n 1982, 1993 and 2005 respectively in Asahina-district of Okabe-cho, Shizuoka
prefecture that is located in the central part of Japan. This area is famous as a producing district
of the high-quality green tea. The sample of these panel studies was comprised of 253 married
women who were born in 1924 through 1953. In this study, I divided them into three cohorts to
find differences in each cohort. The cohorts are: those who were born in 1924-1934, 1935-1944 and
1945-1953.

The findings of this article are the following two points: there were significant differences in
the three cohorts concerning six items: couple's age difference, age of first child birth, age of
youngest child birth and occupation before marriage; The occupational career of each cohort is
greatly influenced by the timing of experiencing the growing, prosperous, stagnant and
declining periods of their green tea production, which makes differences in their life course

patterns.
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Ebb b0z RN 15.0 13.1 3.2
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X IRE: Y p < 0.001



LTI R BRI A RIS WIS E13% (20114F)

£3 aI—F—FlICHHERK

% (N)
KIE-Bfne b7 RBF104E % EF206E 4%
FEEN EEn £FEh

0A 0.9 0.0 3.2

1A 5.6 1.2 3.2

2 A 28.0 40.5 37.1

3A 41.1 47.6 53.2

4 A 18.7 8.3 1.6
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Z O fh * 21.5(23) 11.2(12) 21.5(23) 7.5(8)
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________________ W .95(8)  48(4)  48(4) 17905
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i 0.0(0) 11.3(7) 9.7( 6) 16.1(10)
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