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A study on a suburban housing estate in the shrinking-city stage

— a case study of Hakuchodai-estate, Himeji city —

Shigeru MATSUMOTO

Laboratory of Social Environment, School of Human Science and Environment,

University of Hyogo

This is a report of a case study on an old suburban housing estate, Hakuchodai-estate in

Himeji-city. Almost a half century ago, the estate was developed as single family housing for young

families. But now it is suffered with aging and population-decrease. Then, at the shrinking-city and

compact-city stage, we are asked whether we should give up this suburban estate for our sustainable

community, or not. In this study, we could find some physical and social conditions which make the

estate declining and conditions which make it revitalizing.

<key words> suburban housing estate, inner city dwelling, shrinking-city, compact city, sustainable

community
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