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HEEF abstract

When disasters occur, mass media try to search for lessons learned and disseminate them
to society. Disaster reporting by mass media could influence the perception of disasters and
trends in the review of disaster countermeasures. This study is a content analysis of news
texts on "disaster-prevention information and evacuation" among mass media reports on
weather disasters. The purpose of this study is to understand the characteristics and issues
of the content of news reports, and to obtain knowledge that will lead to the improvement
and enhancement of journalistic activities.

Although disaster-prevention information has contributed to reducing the damage caused
by disasters, the abundance of disaster-prevention information in modern Japan has led to
a paradox, in which residents have to wait for information.

The theoretical perspective of the content analysis relies on the media frame theory.
Media frame theory focuses on the framework (viewpoint, angle) of what is selected, what
is emphasized, and in what context it is positioned in the process of making news by mass
media.

This paper consists of four main content analyses. The first study analyzes editorials of
major national newspapers that discuss torrential rain disasters in the last 30 years by
inductively extracting media frames. The dominant frames for reporting "disaster-
prevention information" were those that demanded that the government improve the
information and those that demanded that residents receive the information and act on it.
The normative image of disaster reduction was presented as "the administration works hard
to produce and issue disaster reduction information, and the residents act accordingly ".

In the following content analyses, the media frame was deductively analyzed using a
model based on a pre-defined generic frame. The second study was conducted on five
national newspapers that reported on the mudslide disaster in Atami City, Shizuoka
Prefecture, in 2021. Immediately after the disaster, "blame" frame was used to criticize the
failure of the affected local governments to issue appropriate evacuation information.

The third study analyzed the coverage of the 1934 Muroto typhoon. This analysis aims to
reread the reports in the period when disaster prevention information had not yet taken
root in society, and obtain knowledge to improve the current coverage. The frame of
"scientific literacy" was used to ask the residents to master the information, instead of
"blame" frame for the meteorological observatory issuing the warning.

In the fourth study of content analysis, the scope was extended to broadcast media and
analyzed TV documentaries on torrential rain disasters produced by NHK over a period of

about 40 years. Since the mid-2010s, the "solidarity" frame, which emphasizes the



importance of cooperation among various stakeholders in local communities, has been
mainly used and reframed in place of the "blame" frame.

However, there was little awareness of the issues of positioning mass media organizations
and journalists themselves as parties in the framework of solidarity. It is necessary not only
to convey the importance of solidarity in articles and programs, but also for the mass media
and journalists themselves to enter into the relationships of solidarity and clarify their own

aspects of parties involved.



	表紙
	日本語要旨
	英語要旨

