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Narrative 1identity analysis of interview on friendship

with high school students
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Abstract: Previous studies have shown that friendship develops from childhood to adolescent. And a failure to
advance to subsequent stage causes maladaptation to the school environment. Initially the friendship formation
among elementary school students is based on the notion of “sameness”. As child mature, their focus gradually
shifts toward friendships based on the notion of “difference” and respect for each other. This process of friendship
formation has been seen to significant impact the development of identity.

In this paper, I focus on the significance of friendship for high school students and how they navigate their
identity through “small stories”, the narrative on friendship. Through the interview held with the high school
students, I noted how students modified their notion of friendship moved toward shared notion of friendship based
on their exposure to the narrative of the others. In this process, they negate repeatedly other’s story. It can be
considered that <negation> was one of the important strategy to claim their identity. Through the discussion, the
students were able to gradually rich an understanding of each other’s view and in so doing were able to refine their

identity with group.
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