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Abstract: This study explores potential ways of overcoming difficulties that are inherent in “cities
without cities,” a phenomenon observed by Thomas Sieverts in extensive urban and rural areas, with a
primary focus on examining garden cities, to which he also paid special attention. The findings suggest
that, in order to structurally and critically understand the current status of garden cities in Japan,
where “regional revitalization” has been promoted, it will be necessary to pursue development of a

“neo-garden city theory” that can lead to regional designing and solutions to policy issues with regard to

“cities without cities.”
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