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The Rise of Art Deco Buildings in Paris
Office Buildings, Department Stores, and Residential Facilities
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Abstract:

This paper made clear the following points on the office buildings, department stores and residential facilities of art deco

style in interwar Paris. Though these buildings were generally constructed with a reinforced concrete structure in those days, the First

National City Bank (1931), the Shell Building (1932) and the Maison de France (1932), were all built with steel construction and

acclaimed as modern architecture.

Department stores invested in reconstruction and renovation of buildings and the new stores. Fagades of art deco, different

from art nouveau, appeared one after another in the center of Paris on buildings such as the Galerie Lafayette (1931) and the no. 2

building of the Samaritaine (1930). In the case of residential facilities, the new large bow-windows were created with a reinforced

concrete structure on the principal fagade. After art deco was flourishing in 1930s, classical decoration and architectural elements

decreased sharply on the facades of these 3 building types.
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