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Abstract: This study clarifies personnel development systems for urban planners after they complete
higher education, using technical traineeships in Germany as an example. The results of this study
comprise the following four points. (1) There is a system by which technical trainees in Germany train
with urban planners who are in positions of leadership and who mainly engage in the public sector. (2) In
Germany, technical trainees have retained significance in the past and the present because the functions
and roles of urban planners in local governments are clearly defined. (3) However, even in Germany, the
expectations and needs of technical trainees are changing due to the recent changes in the global
socioeconomic environment. (4) A starting point for enhancing personnel development in Japan is to
discuss and define the role of urban planning in local governments.
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