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Abstract 
This paper aims to confirm the academic philosophy cultivated by Kobe Higher Commercial 

School, established by Hyogo Prefecture in 1929, the predecessor to the School of Economics 

and Management, University of Hyogo. In the school, the first headmaster was Masao Ito (1878-

1937), who specialized in economic and policy analysis of urban planning. In 1912-15, Ito 

studied economics at LSE, supervised by Edwin Cannan, and conducted research on urban 

planning at British Garden Cities and Town Planning Association with Ebenezer Howard. Then, 

Ito has worked with Hajime Seki to promote Osaka Higher Commercial School to a university 

for around ten years. Ito’s theoretical and practical experience has shaped his ideals for 

establishing and managing Kobe Higher Commercial School. Considering the geographical 

location in Japan, Ito has set up the school’s fundamental system of research and education, 

mainly focusing on international trade and economics. This paper thus explains the origin of the 

intellectual tradition of University of Hyogo. 
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