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The Impact of Changing Roles and Meanings of Face
Masks 1n Interpersonal Communication Situations with

COVID-19
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Abstract: The global spread of the COVID-19, began at the end of 2019 has drastically changed our daily
lives, and it is becoming the new normal in public places to avoid human contact, so-called SANMITSU,

and to wear a face masks. This type of lifestyle will have no small psychological impact, not to mention

its influence on behavior in daily life. In this study, we surveyed university students regarding the

wearing of face masks, which may have an impact on interpersonal communication. Impressions about

the face mask itself changed significantly before and after the coronal disaster, and impression formation

also changed. The results also suggest that the meaning of mask-wearing communication may vary

depending on how one perceives the act of wearing a mask. It is desirable to continue to examine how

the wearing of face masks is perceived and has psychological impact.
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